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Gateway City Big Band 
MISSION STATEMENT 

 
The Gateway City Big Band, Inc., a non-
profit corporation, provides advanced jazz 
education and performance opportunities 
for participating musicians.  Through its 
performances, it strives to promote public 
awareness of the “big band” style of mu-
sic, to encourage and support music edu-
cation at the secondary school level, and 
to assist other non-profit groups with fund-
raising. 

 
 

Gateway City Big Band Schedule 
Consult our website at: 

http://www.gatewaycitybigband.com/ 
Wednesday, November 12.  We'll be per-
forming at the Sky Music Lounge (930 
Kehrs Mill Road, Suite 201, Ballwin) from 
8:00-10:00.  Sky provides us with a great 
venue where our fans can really hear the 
nuances of each performance and get to 
interact with the band and each other.  For 
the November 12th gig there will be NO 
COVER CHARGE.  We hope all of you will 
come out for an hour or two to help us 
make this new chapter in the band's life a 
success! 
 
Saturday, November 15, 2014.  The Fox 
High School band program will have a 
fundraising dinner/dance at the high 
school (751 Jeffco in Arnold).   Dinner will 
be served at 6:30.  The high school band 
 
 

 

 
 

will start the evening with Gateway playing 
from 8:00 to 10:00. 
 
Wednesday, December 3, January 14, 
2015 and February 11, 2015.  Sky Music 
Lounge (930 Kehrs Mill Road, Suite 201, 
Ballwin) from 8:00-10:00.  $5 cover 
charge. 
 
Saturday, March 14, 2015.  We'll be play-
ing at Bishop DuBourg High School for a 
fundraiser to support the music program.   
More details to follow. 
 
Friday, April 17, 2015.  8-11 pm at the 
historic Casa Loma Ball-room (3354 Iowa 
in South St.  Louis).  Entry fee is $10 and 
free dance lessons are offered from 7:15-
8:00.  Call 314-664-8000 for information 
or to reserve a table. 
 

President's Message 
We have GREAT news!  
 
The GCBB will kick off a new chapter in 
our 48-year history on Wednesday, No-
vember 12th with a regular monthly ap-
pearance at Sky Music Lounge, 930 Kehrs 
Mill Road in Ballwin, from 8:00 p.m.  to 10 
p.m.  This monthly event offers great ben-
efits for the band and its fans because it 
has been difficult in recent years for our 
fans to come and see the GCBB, as many 
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President’s Message (cont.) 
 of our gigs are closed to the public or are 

for relatively ex-
pensive charity 
events.  Even our 
outdoor public 
concerts have 
limitations.  The 
acoustics are 
sometimes not 
ideal.   
 

Sky is a music lounge.  You can come and 
leave whenever you like at reasonable 
cost.   There will be no cover charge for 
our kick-off on November 12th.   After that 
only a $5 cover charge is planned.  You 
can bring your own food to Sky but they 
don’t sell any, so the only other cost is for 
your drinks.  It will be very easy to drop by 
for a set or two, meet friends and listen to 
the band.   A great way to break up the 
week! 
 
Our musicians are excited because Sky 
offers a more intimate environment where 
the audience can really hear the nuances 
of the music.  The atmosphere will be cas-
ual and it will be easy for us to socialize 
and get to know you better.  We also find 
that many of our followers know each other 
– it will be easy for them to socialize also.  
We’ll be able to perform a wider variety of 
music and expect to introduce new ar-
rangements at most every performance.   
 
Soon after the November 12th kick-off the 
holiday season will be here.  We plan to 
help you with your holiday mood at Sky on 
Wednesday December 3rd.  Sky will be 
beautifully decorated for the season and 
the band will feature our awesome (and 
too seldom-heard) library of great holiday 

arrangements.  We are anxious for our 
friends to hear these! 
 
Beginning in January we will continue eve-
ry month at Sky on the second Wednes-
day.  Watch our Facebook page for each 
month’s featured events. 
 
Please come out to see us on Wednesday 
November 12th at Sky!  
 

Meet John Chruma 
John Chruma, a senior regional sales rep-
resentative for a local IT firm in real life, is 
the Gateway City Big Band’s guitar play-
er and substitute bassist. 
 
John was born and 
raised in the St Lou-
is area and graduat-
ed from Francis 
Howell High School.  
He has played guitar 
since he was nine 
years old.  His father 
used to come home 
from work and play 
before dinner to un-
wind.  John was also 
exposed to his fa-
ther’s record collection that included artists 
such as Count Basie, Howard Roberts, 
and bassist Red Mitchell. 
 
While in Junior High, the jazz band needed 
a bass player, so at age 13, John started 
playing bass.   Since then, John splits his 
time between playing guitar and bass in 
various groups across the St. Louis area. 
He has played with Buddy Moreno, Rich 
Wargin, the St. Charles Municipal and St. 
Charles Big Band and several musicals for 
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Meet John Chruma (Cont.) 
Duchesne High School. 
 
John earned a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Communication from Truman State and a 
Master’s Degree in Mass Communication 
from the University of Central Missouri.  
John played bass and guitar in the college 
big bands as well.  He has been married to 
his wife Colleen for 20 years.  Colleen is 
director of the Consolidated Catholic 
Schools band in St. Charles and general 
music teacher at St Cletus.  They both 
share a love for music and play in many of 
the same bands.  Their two daughters also 
play instruments in their school’s bands. 
 
John joined the Gateway City Big Band in 
2002 and has loved it ever since.  He en-
joys the level of musicianship and com-
radery in the band.  He said it’s more fun 
than a human being should be allowed to 
have. 
 

Clark Terry 
This is the first of occasional portraits of 
St. Louis Musicians. 
 
Born in St. Louis of a poor family, Clark 
Terry (12/14/20-) was smitten by music at 
an early age.  His first “instrument” was a 
water hose with a funnel on the end that 
sounded like a jug when he blew into it.  
After his mother died in 1926, he was 
raised by one of his sisters.  Clark showed 
an early aptitude for getting sounds out of 
a trumpet and went to Vashon high school, 
under Clarence Hayden Wilson.  Although 
he never studied formally with St. Louis 
Symphony principal trumpeter Joseph 
Gustat, Clark would ask him about tech-
niques.  Gustat never turned him down. 
 

Clark’s first professional job was at the 
Lincoln Theater on Market Street with a 
salary of 75 cents a night.  When he fin-
ished his schooling, he joined a carnival, 
remaining for about a year.  Clark worked 
in occasional gigs in St. Louis with Randle 
and Dewey Jackson. 
 
Terry volunteered for the Navy in 1942 and 
was stationed at the Great Lakes Naval Air 
Station in the orchestra.  At the end of the 
war, Clark returned home to a job with 
George Hudson’s big band, playing lead 
and all the trumpet solos.  Clark then 
worked with Charlie Barnet (1947), Hud-
son, Charlie Ventura, Cleanhead Vinson 
and finally joined Count Basie in 1948. 
 
Duke Ellington beckoned.  Clark was with 
him from November 1951 until November 
1959.  During his stay with Ellington, he 
took part in the famous 1956 Newport Jazz 
Festival concert that brought Ellington 
back to prominence. He toured Europe 
with Ellington at least twice. 
 
Clark joined the NBC staff orchestra in 
March, 1960, the first African American to 
be in that orchestra receiving much na-
tional exposure.  He remained with NBC 
until 1972, when the show moved to Los 
Angeles.   
 
In addition to his trumpet playing, Clark 
Terry is known for Jazz Education work 
and his hilarious scat singing, which he 
calls “Mumbles,” recorded first in 1964 with 
Oscar Peterson.  He led many small 
groups, big bands bringing the St. Louis 
trumpet tradition to the world.  At 94, he is 
one of our National Treasures. 

Dennis Owsley, Editor. 
Excepted from his book, City of Gabriels-The jazz 

History of St. Louis 1895-1973 
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249 Brixham 
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Newsletter 
 

The Quarter Notes is the official 
publication of the Gateway City 
Big Band, Inc., a non-profit or-

ganization.  It is published quarterly in 
November, February, May and August. 
 
For changes, additions or cancellations 
to the Quarter Notes email list, contact 
Karen Sharp by phone: 314-542-9276 
or email:  karendkelly@juno.com. 
 
For comments, additions or corrections 
to the Quarter Notes, contact Dennis 
Owsley by email: dcowsley@mvp.net 
 
To book the band, obtain band photos 
or other information, contact our Busi-
ness Manager, Jerry Wood by phone: 
314-739-4918 or by email: mus-
tangsvo@sbcglobal.net 

 

Board Members 
 

Rick Sharp (President) 
rdsharp249@gmail.com 

 
Karen Sharp (Secretary) 

karendkelly@juno.com 
 

Jerry Wood (Business Manager) 
mustangsvo@sbcglobal.net 

 
Stan Minor (Music Director) 

minorstan@yahoo.com 
 

Gene Fribis 
gfribis@fribis.com 

 
Mike Bruce 

ekimecurb@hotmail.com 
 

Dennis Owsley (Newsletter Editor) 
dcowsley@mvp.net 
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